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Introduction

1. The Government announced the creation of the Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF)
In September 2022. This allocates £110m over a two year period from April 2023 to
March 2025. It is allocated to local authorities and will be delivered by local government.

2. The REPF is a capital grants programme and is ring fenced for rural areas. The CLA has
been engaging with local authorities to ensure a greater understanding as to how
different rural economies operate, the challenges they face and determine how these
changes can be met.

REPF allocations

3. A number of local authorities have been allocated funding from the REPF with the aim of
providing grants for rural businesses and community projects. The allocations are set out
in Annex 1.

4. The allocations to local authorities will be made in two tranches:
e Year 1 (2023 — 2024): 25% of the total allocation;
o Year 2 (2024 — 2025): 75% of the total allocation.

5. This split will undoubtedly affect the types of grants on offer in year 1, with a potential
focus on smaller projects.

Types of grants on offer

6. There will be two types of grants on offer: grants for rural businesses and grants for
community groups. Regarding rural business grants, the types of eligible projects will be
the responsibility of local authorities. We are aware some councils will follow previous
schemes with grants for rural tourism, diversification and food processing. However, we
also know that other councils will have a wider range of available grants. This should be
made clear in the application round for each local authority.

Maximum grant levels and match funding

7. Defra has said that local authorities retain the right to decide the maximum level of
capital grant on offer and whether grants will need to be match funded. This is where the
local authority imposes a maximum amount of funding that will be used from the REPF.
The rest of the project cost will need to be made up by the applicant. This method has
been used very successfully in the past.
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8.

We are aware that some local authorities will be adopting the match funding approach
and this should be made clear in the background information each provides for
applicants.

The application process

9.

10.

11.

12.

It is the responsibility of each local authority to promote the REPF and ensure that
applicants are given sufficient time to apply for a grant. Although Defra offers guidance to
local authorities, it is not their responsibility to deliver the REPF. As a result, members
should, in the first instance look at their local authority website to see whether the REPF
has been and is being promoted. Here, it should be possible to see whether a local
authority already has a grant application process ready to use.

The CLA will be putting together a database of local authorities and will highlight which
have application systems in place, together with appropriate eligibility criteria for
applicants and deadlines to be met.

For many local authorities, there will be a two stage application process. This will be an
Expression of Interest stage where an applicant will be asked to provide a summary of
the proposed project. If an application passes stage 1, the applicant will be asked to
submit a full application that will set out in detail the proposal.

However, there is no obligation on the part of the local authority to apply a two stage
process and this is likely to be dependent on the type of support on offer from the local
authority.

Member Checklist

13.

14.

15.

Members should look at the website of your local authority and see whether an REPF

application round has opened. If an application round is open, download all available

information, such guidance or a programme handbook. Use this and check to see:

e The eligibility criteria for applications;

o Whether there is a maximum grant limit and if there is any maximum level of public
intervention — ie match funding;

¢ Whether it is a one or two stage application process;

¢ What types of grants are on offer and assess whether your proposed project fits the
criteria;

¢ If there is an Expression of Interest application, complete this and submit on time;

¢ What the deadlines are as there is only likely to be one grant round in year 1.

We will continue to post further information on the REPF on the CLA website and
through E-News.

Members should also contact their respective regional offices for more detailed
information.
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Annex 1: REPF funding allocations (per local authority)

1. North
Local Authority Amount of Funding Authority Type
North of Tyne £3,043,546 Mayoral Combined Authority
South Yorkshire £1,434,307 Mayoral Combined Authority
Tees Valley £624,909 Mayoral Combined Authority
West Yorkshire £2,567,501 Mayoral Combined Authori

2. East of England
Local Authority Amount of Funding Authority Type
Cambridgeshire and Mayoral Combined
Peterborough £3,215,148 Authori
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3. South East
Local Authorit Amount of Fundin
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4. South West
Local Authority Amount of Funding  Authority Type

West of England £827,943 Mayoral Combined Authori

5. Midlands

Local Authorit Amount of Fundin Authority Type
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For further information please contact:

Charles Trotman

Senior Business & Economics Adviser, Land
Use

CLA, 16 Belgrave Square

London SW1X 8PQ

Tel: 020 7235 0511

Fax: 020 7235 4696

Email: charles.trotman@cla.org.uk
www.cla.org.uk

Important Information. No responsibility for loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from action in reliance on or as a
result of the material included in or omitted from this publication can be or is accepted by the author(s), the CLA or its officers or
trustees or employees or any other persons. © Country Land & Business Association 2023. All rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, or stored in any retrieval system of any nature without prior written permission of the copyright holder except as expressly
permitted by law.
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