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INVITATION TO THE CLA 
BERKSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 
BRANCH AGMS AND  
SUMMER EVENT 
22 JUNE 2022
DYSON FARMING



This year’s Annual General Meeting is to be held on 
Wednesday 22 June 2022 at Dyson Farming, Mayfield 
Farm, Ilsley Road, Compton, Newbury, RG20 7BR.

The CLA would like to thank Carter Jonas LLP (Berkshire  
and Oxfordshire sponsors), James Cowper Kreston 
(Berkshire sponsor), and Freeths (Oxfordshire sponsor) for 
their valued support and sponsorship.

   DYSON FARMING

Dyson Farming Limited is an agricultural company owned 
by Sir James Dyson and his family, farming across Berkshire, 
Lincolnshire, Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire.

Crop production is at the core of the business with a 
diverse rotation of combinable and root crops, onions, 
vining peas and energy crops, with the sheep and 
cattle enterprise forming part of a wider sustainable  
farming system. 

From soil health to high tech agronomy, there is a 
commitment to a long-term regenerative business  
model leaving a positive legacy forming the business’s 
100-year plan. 

During the tour of the Compton and Churn estate,  
you will be taken through the farm and have the 
opportunity to see a range of diversification projects 
and commercial lettings alongside crop production and 
environmental stewardship.

BOOKING YOUR PLACE AT THE AGM

To book your place at the AGM please login to your 
‘My CLA’ account on www.cla.org.uk and click on 
Events. Tickets cost £48 inc VAT. You can pay by card 
online, or by bank transfer or cheque following your 
booking. Please note, if paying by bank transfer or 
cheque, your booking will not be confirmed until the 
payment is processed by Finance, and you may receive 
payment reminders in the interim between booking 
and confirmation. If you are having difficulties, 
please call the South East office on 01264 313434 or 
southeast@cla.org.uk.

PROGRAMME
10.00   Arrival at Dyson Farm for registration and 

refreshments  

10.30   Berkshire Branch AGM in grain store

10.40  Oxfordshire Branch AGM in grain store 

10.50   Welcome by James Dawson, Estate Surveyor 
and Edward Hall, Farm Manager

11.00  Tour begins  

12.30   Drinks reception in the grain store  

13.00  Address by Gavin Lane, Vice President of CLA

13.30  Hog roast served 

15.00  Finish with tea/coffee and depart 



Nominations for office or for membership of the 
Committee as given in item 4, or any resolution a 
member may wish to propose, must reach the Director 
South East, Tim Bamford, in writing by 8 June 2022.

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence

2.  To confirm the Minutes of the last meeting 
held on 28 September 2021

3. Matters arising from the Minutes

4. Election of Officers for 2022/2023

 a) President

 b) One representative to Council

 c) Committee

5.  To receive and adopt the Chairman’s 
Annual Report for 2021/2022

6. Any other business

    CLA BERKSHIRE BRANCH ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING

This year’s Annual General Meeting will be held on 22 June 
2022 at Dyson Farming, Mayfield Farm, Ilsley Road, Compton, 
Newbury RG20 7BR

  MINUTES OF THE 2021 BERKSHIRE  
BRANCH AGM

HELD AT WEST WOODHAY HOUSE, NEWBURY, RG20 0BS 
AT 10AM ON TUESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2021 

Present:
Branch Chair, Andrew Gardiner
CLA Deputy President, Mark Tufnell
CLA SE Regional Director, Tim Bamford
24 Members and their guests 

The Branch Chair advised that he was acting on behalf of former 
Branch President, Richard Benyon, who had stepped down following 
his appointment in the summer as a Government Minister.  He 
welcomed everyone to the AGM and thanked Mark Tufnell, CLA 
Deputy President, for attending and thanked West Woodhay for 
hosting.  He also thanked Carter Jonas and James Cowper Kreston 
for their kind partnership of the AGM and welcomed their respective 
representatives.

1. Apologies for absence

Formal apologies had been received from 4 members.

2. To confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting

The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held via Zoom on  
27 October 2020 were confirmed as a true record and signed on behalf 
of the Branch President.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising from the Minutes.

4.  Election of Officers for 2021/22

a) Election of Branch President

There had been one nomination for Branch President and Kirsten 
Loyd was proposed by Simon Pallet seconded by Edward Crooks 
and carried unanimously.

b)   One Representative to the CLA Council

The Regional Director took over the meeting for the election of 
Representative to Council, Branch Chair Andrew Gardiner which 
was proposed by Simon Muir seconded by David Hill and carried 
unanimously.

c)    Branch Committee

The meeting was passed back to the Chair who was delighted to 
announce that Josh Dugdale, David Hunt, Ian Wilson, Colin Rayner 
and Tom Newey had agreed to join the Committee. 

The Chair also noted that Paul Clarke was retiring from the 
committee and acknowledged his support over the years.

The Regional Director then read out the following names for 
election to the branch committee:

Rosemary Balsdon
Stephen Barratt
David Bertie
Edward Crookes
Andrew Chandler
Josh Dugdale
Andrew Gardiner
David Hill
Fergus Hodge
David Hunt

5. To Adopt the Chair’s Annual Report for 2020/21

The Regional Director took over the meeting for the adoption of 
the Chair’s Annual Report which was proposed by Richard Tranter, 
seconded by Josh Dugdale and carried unanimously.

6. Any Other Business

There was no other business. 

The Branch Chair concluded the Berkshire AGM and introduced CLA 
Deputy President Mark Tufnell.

Kirsten Loyd
Simon Muir
Tom Newey
Andrew Parry
Charles Parry
Colin Rayner
Paul Sedgwick
Richard Tranter
Ian Wilson



CHAIRMAN’S  
REPORT –  
BERKSHIRE  
BRANCH

Welcome to the CLA Berkshire Branch AGM, which I’m 
delighted to say is being held jointly with our Oxfordshire 
neighbours this year.

Much has been happening since our last annual meeting. As 
part of our Rural Powerhouse initiative, the CLA estimates 
that if rural productivity per worker was raised to the national 
average, an additional £43 billion could be added to national 
income every year. The creation of the new Ministry for 
Levelling Up under the leadership of former Defra Secretary 
Michael Gove, therefore, represents a big opportunity for 
change and one the Government must grasp. The CLA stands 
ready to work with Ministers to create prosperity across the 
countryside.

One key area of this is housing. The CLA recently published a 
report, entitled ‘Sustainable Communities: The role of housing 
in strengthening the rural economy’, which highlights the 
transformative economic and social benefits small-scale 
developments could bring to rural communities. With the 
average house sale price standing at more than £470,000 
in Berkshire last year, Government needs to develop an 
approach that allows for a small number of homes to be 
built in a large number of villages. This will support local 
employment and strengthen the social fabric of these areas 
by ensuring pubs, shops and schools can stay open. However, 
this style of organic, incremental growth will only be possible 
if supported by a more accommodating planning framework.

Meanwhile, the world situation has drastically changed in 
the last six months, and at the time of going to press, prices 

and costs are rising for everything from fertiliser to energy. 
Please rest assured the CLA is lobbying Government hard to 
help support rural businesses and communities at such an 
uncertain and demanding time for everyone.

Lobbying wins can certainly be achieved. For instance, BT 
recently decided to pause its digital landline rollout following 
customer backlash and CLA lobbying for improved digital 
connection in rural areas. We are pleased BT has listened to 
our calls to scrap the plans; with many areas still struggling 
to receive basic mobile and internet connectivity, landlines 
continue to be a lifeline for many. If BT wants to phase them 
out in the long-term, it needs to ensure every single part of 
the country is fully connected, so that the social and economic 
benefits of modern technology can be felt in every village and 
household.

After two years of disruption to in-person gatherings, it has 
been a pleasure to restart face-to-face events again recently. 
The CLA held a series of agricultural transition roadshow 
events earlier this spring, bringing members the latest details 
as the sector prepares for a future without the Basic Payment 
Scheme. The sessions, including one at Berkshire College 
of Agriculture, outlined the incoming support schemes, 
and what farmers and landowners should be doing now 
to get their businesses ready. Members were able to talk to 
specialists from the CLA and Defra to raise specific points and 
questions as to what the changes and different options will 
mean for them. If you would like to follow-up on any of the 
information, or missed the events and are in need of support, 
please call the CLA on 01264 313434 and the team will be 
happy to assist.

Thank you to the CLA South East office, and wider national 
team, for working hard for all members. I encourage you to 
get in touch with the regional office when in need of support, 
and I would also ask you all to talk about the CLA and the 
great work we carry out to your friends and colleagues and 
encourage them to join. You are indeed our best advocates.

Andrew Gardiner

Nominations for office or for membership of the 
Committee as given in item 4, or any resolution 
a member may wish to propose, must reach the 
Director South East, Tim Bamford, in writing by  
8 June 2022.

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence

2.  To confirm the Minutes of the last meeting 
held on 16 September 2021

3. Matters arising from the Minutes

4.  Election of Officers for 2022/2023
 a) President
 b) One representative to Council
 c) Committee

5.  To receive and adopt the Chairman’s annual 
report for 2021/2022

6. Any other business

    CLA OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This year’s Annual General Meeting will be held on  
22 June 2022 at Dyson Farming, Mayfield Farm, Ilsley Road, 
Compton, Newbury, RG20 7BR.



Our last AGM was only held in the autumn, delayed by 
Covid, but while it’s not been a full 12 months there has 
still been much going on both locally in Oxfordshire and 
nationally.

The pace of post-Brexit agricultural transition has quickened 
over the past 12 months. The CLA has been working hard to 
ensure members are supported and involved as Defra rolls 
out its environmental land management (ELM) programme, 
with environment secretary George Eustice revealing more 
details about the Sustainable Farming Incentive at the CLA’s 
Rural Business Conference in December. Shifting from a 
system based around direct payments to one that pays for 
public goods is a good ambition, but must be done carefully. 
New schemes must successfully sit alongside existing ones 
as they remain the main sources of funding for now, and 
offer crucial support in helping farmers and landowners to 
continue feeding the nation, mitigate climate change and 
reverse biodiversity decline.

The CLA can help you understand the changes, how they 
will affect your business, and give you advice on how to 
move forward into the new world. So I encourage you to 
contact the team and take advantage of the brilliant advice 
service which is included as part of your membership – 
and they can assist with an array of other issues too, from 
planning to tax and beyond.

Locally, the CLA has set up a member-led OxCam Arc Working 
Group, chaired by Nicholas Verney of the Claydon Estate. The 
aim of this group is to inform and direct CLA involvement 
with the OxCam Arc project at each stage, oversee responses 
to government consultations and support CLA participation 
in third-party working groups. It is made up of various 
landowners, farmers and rural businesses throughout the 
Arc region; if you would like more information please get in 
touch with the CLA regional office.

Rural crime continues to blight many rural communities. 
Defra released its latest fly-tipping statistics in December 
which sadly revealed that the number of incidents in 
Oxfordshire rose by 44% in 2020/21 compared to the 
previous 12 months, to more than 6,000 cases. It was a 
far higher increase than the national average, and some 
areas of the county suffered even bigger rises, such as West 
Oxfordshire by 74% in a single year. The true figure is likely 
to be even higher as the data does not include private land.

But the CLA and others did achieve a win on hare coursing 
legislation earlier this year when the Government announced 
it is to give greater powers to the police and courts; a good 
example of successful lobbying and the importance of being 
a member. In the autumn the CLA and NFU held our annual 
liaison meeting with Thames Valley Police Chief Constable 
John Campbell to hear about the force’s latest plans tackling 
rural crime. A press release was published summarising the 
meeting and from that CLA South East Regional Director Tim 
Bamford was interviewed by BBC Radio Oxford; I am keen to 
continue our good working relationship to help communities 
feel safer and less isolated.

I would like to thank the CLA South East team, as well 
as the team in London, for their continued hard work on 
behalf of us all.

Roddie Feilden

CHAIRMAN’S 
REPORT –  
OXFORDSHIRE   
BRANCH

  MINUTES OF THE 2021  
OXFORDSHIRE  BRANCH AGM 

HELD AT BLENHEIM PALACE, WOODSTOCK, OXFORDSHIRE,  
OX20 1PP  AT 11AM ON THURSDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2021

Present:
Branch President, Thomas Loyd 
Branch Chair, Roddie Feilden
Branch Vice Chair, Edmund Smith
CLA Vice President, Victoria Vyvyan
SE Regional Director, Tim Bamford
28 Members and their guests

The Branch President welcomed Victoria Vyvyan, CLA Vice President 
and Thames Valley Police & Crime Commissioner, Matthew Barber 
and thanked them both for attending the AGM. He thanked Roy 
Cox for hosting the meeting and the team at Blenheim Palace for 
assisting in the co-ordination of the day. He thanked Freeths for 
partnering the AGM and welcomed their representatives Sarah 
Duffy and Balvinder Jaj.

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies had been received from 2 members.

2. To confirm the Minutes of the last Meeting

The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held via Zoom on 6 
October 2020 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Branch 
President.

3. Matters arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising from the Minutes.

4.  Election of Officers for 2021/22

a) Re-election of Branch President

The Chair took over the meeting for the election of the Branch 
President. The re-election of the current Branch President, Thomas Loyd, 
was proposed by Lady Stringer seconded by Niel Nicholson and carried 
unanimously.        

b) One Representative to the CLA Council 

The Branch President took over the meeting. Emma Watson proposed 
Roddie Feilden for Representative to Council, which was seconded by 
Iain Davis and carried unanimously.



   CLA REGIONAL CONTACTS

 
CLA South East, Fosse House, East Anton Court, Icknield Way, 
Andover, Hampshire, SP10 5RG Tel: 01264 313434.

Regional Director – Tim Bamford
tim.bamford@cla.org.uk

Communications Manager – Mike Sims
michael.sims@cla.org.uk

Membership Relations Manager – Tom Wedd 
thomas.wedd@cla.org.uk

Events Manager – Emma Harding 
emma.harding@cla.org.uk

Regional Co-ordinator – Evette Curtis 
evette.curtis@cla.org.uk

Territory Manager – Jeremy Loxton 
jeremy.loxton@cla.org.uk

CLA Insurance Services 
T:  01234 230 295 
Email:  insurance@cla.org.uk

CLA Energy Services  
T:  0800 046 9074 
Email:  energyservices@cla.org.uk 

CLA Healthcare 
T:  01274 717361 
Email:  healthcare@cla.org.uk

    BERKSHIRE BRANCH  
COMMITTEE

 
PRESIDENT
Kirsten Loyd

CHAIRMAN
Andrew Gardiner

VICE-CHAIRMAN
Andrew Chandler

COMMITTEE
Kirsten Loyd
Andrew Gardiner
Andrew Chandler
Rosemary Balsdon
Stephen Barratt
David Bertie
Edward Crookes
Josh Dugdale
David Hill
Fergus Hodge

    OXFORDSHIRE BRANCH  
COMMITTEE

 
PRESIDENT
Thomas Loyd

CHAIRMAN
Roddie Feilden

VICE-CHAIRMAN
Edmund Smith

COMMITTEE
Thomas Loyd
Roddie Feilden
Edmund Smith
Charles Barclay
Richard Binning
Edward Deeley
Sam Fielden
John Hayward

David Hunt
Simon Muir
Tom Newey
Andrew Parry
Charles Parry
Colin Rayner
Paul Sedgwick
Richard Tranter
Ian Wilson

Andrew Ingram
Samantha Leigh
Niel Nicholson
William Nixey
Julian Sayers
Lady Jennifer Stringer
Sarah Taylor
Emma Watson

Niel Nicholson
William Nixey
Julian Sayers
Edmund Smith
Lady Jennifer Stringer
Sarah Taylor
Emma Watson

c) Branch Committee

The Branch President confirmed Ed Deeley had agreed to be nominated 
for the committee.

The Branch President then read out the following names for election to 
the branch committee:

Charles Barclay
Richard Binning
Ed Deeley
Roddie Feilden
Sam Fielden
John Hayward
Andrew Ingram
Samantha Leigh

The election of the Committee for 2021/22 was proposed by Maurice 
Thomas, seconded by James Perks and carried unanimously.

5. To Adopt the Chairman’s Annual Report for 2020/21

The adoption of the Annual Report was proposed by Richard Binning, 
seconded by Samantha Leigh and carried unanimously.

6. Any Other Business.

There was no other business 

The Branch President concluded the Oxfordshire AGM and introduced 
Victoria Vyvyan, CLA Vice President.


