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Dear CLA member 
 
As Chair of the CLA Charitable Trust, I write on behalf of the board of seven Trustees to 
thank you for your support. As a member of the CLA, you kindly donate to your charity 
primarily through the addition of £10 per annum to your annual subscription. We are so 
grateful for these donations. 
 
It is my pleasure to share with you information on the CLA Charitable Trust. The Trust’s aims 
and objectives are easily summed up and are close to many of our members’ hearts. It is 
about giving a chance for people – particularly, but not exclusively, children – often from 
urban areas and frequently disadvantaged physically, mentally or financially, to access and 
learn about the countryside, to increase everyone’s knowledge of the countryside, and to 
enable anyone to benefit from the countryside with better health and improved wellbeing. 
 
How do we do this? The Trustees make grants to charities and other not-for-profit 
organisations that are delivering work that meets the Trust’s aims, focussing on those 
charities that are doing this most effectively. In addition, some university scholarships are 
given to assist students who may be our future rural champions. 
 
Since the CLA Charitable Trust’s foundation in 1980, there has never been a time when the 
need for this outdoor charitable work, and the appreciation of what it can achieve, has been 
greater. Many members of the CLA are already involved in the provision of these 
opportunities, and I see this growing exponentially as the recognition of the value of our 
natural resources as a place of nurture and education continues to grow. 
 
In 2021 alone, the Trust was able to support 38 charities and projects and to grant five 
bursaries, in total awarding over £140k. The feedback from grant recipients highlights how 
significant and far-reaching the impact of relatively small grants can be. You can learn about 
the charities and projects we fund through articles in the Land & Business magazine, the 
CLA’s social media and our webpage www.cla.org.uk/about-cla/charitable-trust 
 
The tide is turning, in that the outdoors is being favoured over the indoors as a place of 
positivity and nurture, and our ambition is to increase our grant funding to benefit even 
more organisations. 
 
Please do get in touch if you would like further information on the Trust, or speak to your 
local team to discover the work that is going on in your area. This is an inspiring time for the 
Trust and with your generosity we have the opportunity to make a real difference. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Bridget Biddell DL 
Chair, CLA Charitable Trust 


