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Harry Cotterell, President of the CLA, owns and manages a traditional rural estate in Herefordshire. The 1,600-acres farming operation is all “in hand”, except for potato lets, with principal land use remaining arable (wheat and oilseed rape), although new cider fruit orchards, which produce up to 10,000 tonnes of apples a year, is now the main enterprise. There is also a commercial forestry operation covering 700 acres and a small shoot.

He served for four years as a lieutenant in the Household Cavalry before moving to Herefordshire in 1986 to farm, initially in partnership with his father, John. The strategy on the estate over the past 20 years has been to move away from subsidised crops and to supply local markets. The farm provides one million chickens per year and 25,000lbs of mushrooms a week for a supermarket chain.
Harry, 50, has been active in the CLA for around 20 years and has served as chairman of the Herefordshire branch. As well as the countryside, Harry’s interests are reading, motorcycles and scuba diving and he is Chairman of the Trustees of the Cancer Vaccine Institute. Harry is married to Katherine, and has six children aged from three years to 23. 
